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For all members in good standing to 
conduct any business that may be 

introduced. 
 

The following is the proposed slate of 
officers and Board Members who will 

serve in the next year 2016: 
 

President Pamela Wang 
Vice President  Shirley David 
Secretary  Arne Werchick 
Treasurer  Barbara Isley 
Directors: 
Membership  Eleanor Pearson 
Ways and Means Ken Guerra 
Activities  Bev Stehley 
Publicity  Joyce Kimball 
Programs  Suzanne Dymtrenko 
Science Programs Lynn Waterhouse 
Out Reach/At Large  Terry Labrousse 
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Looking back at 2015, I can see this has been a year of many changes, but one thing remains 
constant: people still want to come to the library. Books, music, DVDs, magazines and our 
computers are still of interest. And during this past hot, humid summer, our air conditioning 
was also very desirable. Our branches are clearly very important to the community. Our 
organization, F.O.L.K., is therefore still critically important because we help to fill the gaps 
in state funding to make our libraries even better. 
 
Here are a few of the changes we witnessed this year. After five years, we saw Kipapa 
Kahelahela move from acting branch manager of Kealakekua to become the permanent Teen 
Librarian at Kailua Kona. Michele Kenney has become acting branch manager at the mauka 
branch.  In Kailua Kona, we now have Jennifer Losalio (one of the F.O.L.K. scholarship 
recipients) as a permanent hire. She is due to finish her MLIS degree in 2016.  Long standing 
branch manager, Irene Horvath, retired from a career that included many positions and many 
locations. In December, it was announced that after 24 years as the Children’s Librarian, 
Denise Stromberg will now be the new branch manager of Kailua Kona.  Many of you know 
that Lynette, Michael, and Toni have also retired. Stop in and see the familiar faces in new 
locations. See some of the changes that are being made to keep our libraries pertinent and 
alive. 
 
On the F.O.L.K. board, we also have seen some changes. Ed Hickey and Marilyn Koschella 
have retired, but we have new people joining us.  We added Natalie Guerin to the board this 
spring to be our secretary, until she switched out to run the new Community Seed Library, a 
novel F.O.L.K. program.  At the Annual Meeting you will have the opportunity to vote to 
approve the slate of officers for 2016. Three new people have stepped forward to be on the 
board. We are proposing Suzanne Dymtrenko as Programs Director, Terry Labrousse to do 
Outreach/At Large and Arne Werchick as secretary and much needed tech aid.  I am delighted 
to see that our board is interesting to new people and we look forward to hearing new ideas 
and viewpoints. 
 
This is the year we concluded our Family Read Aloud program called BBB (Books Are Building 
Blocks) after a long run. We have expanded our Friendly Bus that brings all second graders in 
West Hawaii to the libraries. For many of these children, it is their first time through those 
doors into the world of books. I am sure many of us can remember how important the library 
was to us as children. We derive great pleasure from this simple program. The Community 
Seed Library is growing each month, with new gardening related programs being presented. 
Shirley David will continue to support us as VP/Historian, while organizing our scholarships 
and coordinating our Face Book page. If you are on FB, click SHARE for both CSL and Friends 
of the Libraries, Kona!  That’s even better than clicking LIKE!  Help us spread the word 
through social networking. 
 

President’s Message                                

By Pamela Wang 
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We also have a new State Librarian, Stacey Aldrich, who has visited our branches, met with 
our librarians and managers as well as representatives of F.O.L.K.  We are excited by her new 
ideas and vision for the whole library system.  She is determined to make libraries more 
available through expansion of digital content, as well as books.  Governor Ige wants a more 
digitally literate community and the library can help bring us all up to date. More information 
about Ms. Aldrich can be found at www.librarieshawaii.org. 
 
Meanwhile, I would draw your attention to our new membership form carefully crafted by 
Eleanor Pearson. With this tool, and her tireless assistance, we are boosting membership and 
creating a larger pool of wonderful volunteers to call upon as needed. Your dues support our 
programs, so when she contacts you to renew, please know that you are important to our 
entire plan. Our Library Book Club is thriving with Bev Stehley at the helm. She is 
relinquishing her role as programs director, so we must especially thank her for so many 
wonderful programs these past years. Kudos as well to Lynn Waterhouse for bringing us 
amazing scientific talks of interest to the community.  We have had Keck astronomers, a 
doctor explaining the dangers of Rat Lung Disease, and other topics.  Please refer to the on 
line F.O.L.K. calendar and our monthly newsletter to see what we have in store for you in 
2016. As always, if YOU have ideas for us, please reach out to us through our website. In 
these pages, you will read about the changing face of our book sales, still proficiently and 
efficiently run by Ken Guerra, with ongoing help from so many people in the community.  I 
am sure he will tell you that we are looking for additional sorters to join the Pit Crew, that 
vital arm facilitating book sale prep!  Joyce Kimball is looking forward to new tech help from 
Arne Werchick to keep us in the public’s eye and ear. Our Treasurer, Barbara Isley will be 
back in February from knee replacement surgery and continue to keep us financially sound. 
We are a good group of people who care about our libraries. 
 
So folks, there you have it: a recap of a year full of changes, with just enough constancy that 
you can still recognize us as the TRUE Friends of the Libraries, Kona. www.folkhawaii.com  
Aloha, Pamela 
 
 
 

 
     

 

There was lots of variety this year. Lynn Waterhouse added several science programs with 
help from Volcano National Park, the Keck Observatory, and Rat Lung expert Dr. Susan Jarvi. I 
have focused on music, crafts, and public service. We might have broken a record with 104 
attendees for the Kenny Endo drummers at Irene Horvath’s (Kailua Kona librarian) retirement 
party. Be sure to check your monthly newsletter for upcoming events in 2016  

  

Program News 

By Bev Stehley 
 

http://www.librarieshawaii.org/
http://www.folkhawaii.com/


 

 

Page 4                                                                THE ORCHID 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HERE IS THE LIST OF BOOKS FOR 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

F.O.L.K. Book Club 
By Bev Stehley 

The Friends of the Libraries, Kona Book Club met each month in 2015. For the first time, we 
had more non-fiction than fiction. I guess you could say it was a very educational year. We 
even had a local author present in January. We consistently have between 10-15 attendees, 
sometimes more. This year we welcomed some new faces. The votes are in for 2016 and 
there are some very interesting selections. The listing will be posted on the bulletin board 
in the library as well as notices in the newsletter. 
Thanks to all of you who have attended our monthly sessions and have made these meetings 
so pleasant and memorable. I urge those of you, who have never attended, to join us. 
 

 
July   Goddess of Small Victories 

 Yannick Grannec 
  

August   Age of Ambition 
   Evan Osnos 
 
September  The Beautiful Mystery 

 Louise Penny 
 

October              100 Year Old Man Who Climbed Out of                
 the Window and Disappeared 
 Jonas Jonasson 
  

November  The Blazing World 
 Siri Hustvedt 
  

December  Who Gets What and Why 

  Alvin E. Roth 

Friends of the Library, Kona Book Club 
February 16, 2016 11:00 AM 
Kailua Kona Library Lanai 

The Martian 
By Andy Weir 

 

Astronaut, Mark Watney, is part of a team sent to the red planet, but through a 

series of tragic events, is left behind, stranded and facing certain death. The 

story is told mostly through log entries chronicling his efforts to survive until the 
next scheduled mission arrives in 4 years. 

 
January  All the Light We Cannot See 
  Anthony Doerr 
  
February  The Martian 

 Andy Weir 
  

March   Into Africa 
 Martin Dugard 
  

April   Everything I Never Told You 
 Celeste Ng 
  

May   Being Mortal 
 Atul Gawande 
  

June   Song of the Exile 
 Kiana Davenport 
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 Ways and Means Report 
By Ken Guerra 

nevertheless, contributing to a bundled 5 
year gross income of nearly $125,000.  
Amazing!!! 
While there were no single big ticket items 
for either library this year, both libraries 
enjoyed some new shelving and 
equipment, everything from book carts to 
vacuum cleaners. Both libraries were able 
to expand and enhance current collections 
and offer exciting speaker programs with 
topics ranging from black holes in space to 
rat lung worm disease to seed sharing to 
quilting, and not to forget the range of 
musical programs offered from Taiko 
drumming to folk songs and storytelling.  
Making libraries relevant to the community 
is what we’re about. Your donations and 
hard work make this possible. 
Again, thank you for all your efforts, 
dedication and belief in the power and 
efficacy of the written word.  Our libraries 
are custodians of our culture.  Let’s use 
them. 

 

Many heartfelt MAHALOS to all of you who 
helped make 2015 yet another very 
successful year.  Countless volunteer hours 
and dedication go into making each book sale 
a success, a truly Herculean effort on the 
part of each and every one of you who 
volunteer.  Your service is appreciated by the 
community and you can be gratified and 
satisfied in knowing that your work and 
contributions continue to support our 
community in a very important way. 
Revenue generated by the book sales is 
channeled directly to Kona and Kealakekua 
library programs.  This supplemental income 
has allowed our libraries to expand and 
develop programs that would not have been 
possible solely from their State allocated 
budget funds.  We are excited and happy to 
be able to support our libraries which are so 
vital to our communities. Combined Lanai 
and Lobby sales for both Kona and 
Kealakekua generated approximately 
$22,500, a little less than last year, but  
 

 

2016 Book Sales 
 

2nd Saturday of the Month with Some Exceptions 

July NO SALE 

August 20th    

September 12th 

October 10th  

November 15th 

December 3rd 

 

January 16th 

February 20th 

March 12th 

April 9th 

May 14th 

June NO SALE  
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We were able to approve funding for all the materials, supplies, equipment, maintenance, 
furnishings and programs requested by both branch libraries. 

Our book sales, which make up the bulk of our income, were approximately $22,500. 
 
We have continued our support for the Friendly Bus which brings 2nd graders from the Kona 
schools to the libraries, and we provided two $2,000 scholarships to students studying for a 
degree in Library Science, one funded by F.O.L.K. and another by donation. 
 
A complete financial report for the year end will be presented at the annual meeting. 
Copies of the year end financials will be included in our monthly February Newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Kealakekua Library would like to express our thanks for 
all F.O.L.K. has done this past year. F.O.L.K. was 
instrumental in funding and hosting our 65th Anniversary 
party, which was a well-attended event in spite of the 
lack of air conditioning. The community appreciated the 
opportunity to celebrate and share their stories of 
Kealakekua Library though the years. F.O.L.K. also 

generously funded a new DVD buffer, books for our collection, a new leaf blower, and most 
recently, a live Christmas tree for the library. By providing funding for programs, janitorial 
supplies, and materials all year long, F.O.L.K. helps us to be an invaluable resource for our 
community.  

Treasurer’s Report 
By Joyce Kimball for Barbara Isley 

 

Kealakekua Library News 
By Michele Kenney, Acting Branch Manager 
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Kailua Kona Library News 

By Denise Stromberg, Kailua Kona Head Librarian 

Libraries can change lives. Public libraries are about empowering citizens of all ages to 
develop and create the skills, knowledge, and ideas they need to participate fully and 
independently in a changing society. 
 
The Kailua-Kona Public Library is also changing.  We have seen four long-term employees 
retire in the past year.  We bid fond aloha to Michael, Toni, Irene, and Lynette.  We’ve 
hired Kipapa and Jen and will be hiring a new circulation staff soon. 
Kailua-Kona Public Library is offering great on-going programs like Teen Wii, LEGO Junior 
Makers, Friendly Bus, preschool story times, school visits, proctoring exams, and new 
programs like Overdrive classes and tech help, the Community Seed Library, and a new 
calendar of our ever popular array of FOLK sponsored programs, including FOLK book 
club and the FOLK book sales. 
 
We are changing for the better. Look for enticing new books, engaging new audio & 
visual materials, stimulating new programs, and maybe fresh new faces too.  See you at 
YOUR library! 
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Due to a very generous anonymous donor, F.O.L.K. was able to award two $2,000 
scholarships in 2015. The Scholarship Committee awarded these scholarships to Robert 
Steven Dahlke and Jennifer Kau`i Losalio to continue their library and information science 
studies through the University of Hawaii at Manoa distance learning program. 
  
Robert Steven Dahlke is an English and Computer Science teacher at Kealakehe High 
School.  He holds a Bachelors of Fine Arts degree in theater arts at Texas Tech University 
and a Bachelor of Arts degree in English literature at the University of Central Florida. 
Before joining the Kealakehe High School staff, Robert taught English at Saganspeak at 
Tokyo, Japan. 
 
Jennifer Kau`i Losalio is a library technician at Kailua Kona Public Library. She holds a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in linguistics from the University of Hawaii at Hilo. Before joining 
the Kailua Kona Public Library on a temporary assignment, Jennifer worked as Kealakekua 
Public Library, Pahala Public and School Library and Na`alehu Public Library. 
  
Scholarship Committee members were: Shirley David, chair, Cheryl King and Bev Stehley 
 

                                   
 

Robert Dahlke                                                            Jennifer Losalio 

 

F.O.L.K. Scholarship  
By Shirley David 
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If you have an interest in being more involved with F.O.L.K., by serving on our board, volunteering 
with Book Sales, or participating in our programs in support of the libraries, please contact us.  
The libraries need friends more than ever. Check out our website at www.folkhawaii.com and 
select the volunteer tab.  

We are very flexible in accommodating schedules and performance of duties so please let us 
know if you would like to participate. 
 
 

 
Our heartfelt thanks and gratitude goes out to these generous 

F.O.L.K. donors: 
 

Jeffrey and Mary Nelson 
Iron Man World Triathlon 

Target 
Costco 

 

 

By Marilyn Koschella 

The Historian of Friends of the Library Kona (FOLK) is charged with preserving the activities of 
Kailua-Kona and Kealakekua Libraries.  At this time I am using the Monthly Newsletters that 
Joyce Kimball prepares to accomplish this task.  The Monthly Newsletters are placed in a 
notebook to preserve the events that have taken place during the year.  If there are special 
articles in the Newspaper these are also added to the notebook.  The special notebook is 
maintained at the Kailua-Kona Library for future reference. 
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The 2014 library summer reading program 
theme Fizz, Boom, Read was chosen as the 
theme for the 2014-2015 BBB program.  The 
session was moved to the last Tuesday of each 
month from September – May with a break in 
December. We hoped that the dates later in 
the month would hold fewer conflicts for 
families and give more time to advertise the 
programs at the schools.  
 
Each session began with registration at 4:30, 
program at 5:00 p.m. and then there is 
reading time by age group.  Adult volunteers 
or our guest presenters read to the children 
and read to the parents giving tips for reading 
aloud to their children and suggestions for age 
appropriate titles. At 6:00 p.m. the groups 
gathered on the library lanai to eat, learn 
about future programs, answer questions and 
win door prizes. They stopped at the library 
entrance to select free books from the 
F.O.L.K. book donations. 
 
Jeannie Kutsunai was co-coordinator, Lynn 
Waterhouse was science program facilitator, 
and Jerrie Anderson assisted with the teens 
from the Kealakehe High School National 
Honor Society. Shirley David was the liaison to 
the F.O.L.K. board and co-coordinator. 
Readers included Tiffany Kutsunai and 
Americorps Vista volunteers Nara Sandberg, 
and Amanda Talarico, and third grade science 
teacher Bill Chen. Debra Dolsberry was our 
volunteer coordinator. Sharon Skibby led the 
registration activities and kept track of our 
participants and volunteer hours.  Lee Lorenz, 

  

Suzanne Dymtrenko, and Don David helped 
with registration and food service. Many other 
F.O.L.K. members and spouses helped with set 
up, signup, book distribution, and clean-up and 
reading throughout the years.  
 
Although the program was for parents and 
school age children, parents also brought their 
preschoolers. Kalei Kalili-Burdman from Keiki O 
Ka Aina provided activities for the under-five 
age group. 
  
BBB was an official community program of 
Costco. Costco subsidized our program by 
providing pizza and water each session. Other 
expenses were funded by F.O.L.K. 
 
Thank you to the Kailua Kona Public Library 
staff for displaying the BBB banner and posters 
each month, moving the tables and chairs to 
the lanai, for distributing bookmarks at 
circulation, and for answering questions about 
the program and especially for graciously 
hosting the program each month from 
September through May. Denise Stromberg was 
very helpful participating in planning, reading 
and recommending books for readers. 
  
After a fun school year exploring science 
through reading, guest speakers and science 
experiments, and inconsistent attendance, the 
F.O.L.K. board decided to take a break from 
the Books are Building Blocks Family Read 
Aloud Program. No program is planned for 
2016. 

 

By Shirley David 
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One of the most popular services provided by all branches in the Hawaii State Public Library 
System is free personal computer (PC) access for library users. Time on a library PC may be 
reserved or used on a walk-in basis. The library PC provides free access to the Internet and the 
library system's many online resources, as well as a variety of software applications, including 
Microsoft Office.  A valid HSPLS library card and PIN (usually the last four digits of your 
telephone number) are required to log on.  Due to high demand, library computer use is 

By Joyce Kimball 

The 2014-2015 programs: 
¶ September – Gardening, with a seed kit to plant with observation log with 

master gardener 

¶ October – Protecting the Oceans and Coastline – Megan Lamsen, Marine 
Biologist 

¶ November – Making Healthy Snacks – UH culinary students 

¶ January – Researching moon dust - Justin Brown and student scientists from 
Kealakehe High School 

¶ February – Outer Space - Nancy Tashima from the Onizuka Space Center 

¶ March -  Craig Davis, The Cat in the Hat read the Lorax 

¶ April -  Healthy teeth with the Tooth Fairy, Dr. Anne Marie Muromoto  
¶ May – Sharing health and fitness tips, Ms. Captain America, Susie Villa Senor 
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monitored with a time management system which allows each user a 1 hour session, then 
permits them to log in again after a 1 hour wait.  All of the library's PCs are connected to a 
printer. A 15¢ per page donation is appreciated to cover the cost of toner and paper. 
 
The Hawaii State Public Library System also offers over 20,000 electronic book and Audiobook 
titles from the OverDrive/Digital Library Reserve.  With OverDrive, you can borrow and enjoy free 
e-Books, audiobooks, and more from the library's digital collection.  All you need to get started is 
an internet connection and a library card.  OverDrive digital materials can be played on many 
tablets, e-book readers, smartphones, MP3 players, and other devices. Overdrive support is 
offered by appointment with the library staff. 
 
To help patrons use these services, F.O.L.K. is additionally providing a PC support resource at the 
Kailua Kona branch.  Our proposed new Board member, Arne Werchick, will be replacing Ed 
Hickey to assist users with accessing the library’s computers and digital materials. He will also be 
available to help with using the library computers or your own personal devices -- laptops, 
tablets, smart phones, etc. -- for document management, using the internet for researching of 
such things as book or movie reviews, making your own travel arrangements, recipes and cooking, 
medical questions, on-line shopping, current events or obtaining search information while 
generally expanding your use and enjoyment of computers. 
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September saw the opening of the Community Seed 
Library - CSL - with a welcoming program to the 
community and explanation of how the CSL works. Since 
then we've sponsored Jill Wagner (“Saving Seeds for the 
Future”) and Ilana Stout (“All about Variety: How to 
identify and save seed from locally adapted plants”) 
giving outstanding informational programs, and we have 
three more scheduled - Diana Duff on January 23rd on 
"Gardening in Hawaii"; Nancy Redfeather Round Table on 

February 2
nd

; and Ed Frenzl on March 19 on “Best Methods of Container and Planter 
Box Growing of Tropical Plants”. 
 

 

Community Seed Library 
By Natalie Guerin 
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The flower, herb and vegetable seeds are free to anyone in the community. We do 
hope people will either grow some seed to donate to us, or will share seeds they 
bought or make a monetary contribution to keep the CSL vibrant. For more 
information contact Natalie at 508-264-7335 or Nehamah47@gmail.com. 
 
You can also visit us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Community.Seed.Library.Kailua.Kona.HI.96740 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to all our members for a very successful year for F.O.L.K. membership!  Our numbers 
have increased this past year by approximately twenty-five percent bringing our roster of 
members to over 300 by year end!   
 
Many of our members are also volunteers who serve on our Board, help present entertaining and 
educational events and programs for all ages at our Kona and Kealakekua libraries, participate in 
our monthly Book Club and assist in our very successful Book Sales which are always our best 
source for recruiting new members. 
 
So it's important to keep our membership growing and to help in this effort we would ask you, our 
current members, to pass our application to your friends, family, neighbors, and co-
workers.  Additional forms are always available in the lobbies of our libraries and on our website. 
 
Thank you, F.O.L.K. members, for being part of our community organization and may the coming 
year be your best ever!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership News 

By Eleanor Pearson 

 

mailto:Nehamah47@gmail.com
http://twitter.com/HSPLSHIgov
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Membership Form: Friends of the Libraries, Kona  
Mail this form and your check to: F.O.L.K., 75-138 Hualalai Road, Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 

 
 

Name: ______________________________________ Date:______________ 
 

Address: _______________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________ E Mail:______________________________ 

 

 
   New Member               Renewal          Change in contact info 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Renew on line and pay with Pay Pal at www.folkhawaii.com 

  

     VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  

 

o        Book Sales (presorting, lobby, 

            and lanai) 

 

o        Become a Board Member 

 

o        Shelving Childrenôs Books 

 

o        Community Seed Library 

 

o        Summer Reading Program Enrollment 

 

o        Other ________________ 

 

o        I would like to suggest a program: 

 

    MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS  
 

Memberships of $50 or more receive a  

bookplate with your name honored in a  

library book 

 

$ 10.00 Student or Senior (55 or over) 

(  ) 1 year $10       (  ) 2 years $19 

 

$ 20.00 Individual 

(  )  1 year $20      (  ) 2 years $38 

 

$ 30.00 Family 

(  )  1year $30       (  ) 2 years $54 

 

(  ) $ 50.00 Associate 

 

(  ) $100.00 and above Patron 

        Receive canvas tote 
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.folkhawaii.com 

Or now on Facebook at: 

https://www.facebook.com/folkhawaii 

 
 

 
                                                                                                          

 

                                                                                                                               

 Friends of the Libraries, Kona 
75-138 Hualalai Road 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740 

http://www.folkhawaii.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HSPLSHIgov

