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For all members in good standing to conduct any 

business that may be introduced. 
 

Our officers and Board Members of 2009 who will 
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 Shani Dutton 
Treasurer Barbara Isley 
Vice Presidents: 
Membership Alice Goo 
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Activities Barbara Sosna 
Publicity Joyce Kimball 

* Jan Prokopowich is resigning January 2010 
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President’s Message                                

By Pamela Wang 

Last year we were all wrapped up in the 
election results and a faltering economy.  I 
remember quoting our new president talking 
about the need for people to step up to the 
plate and volunteer in order to make their 
communities stronger and safer.  Twelve 
months of an economic rollercoaster ride, lots 
of worrisome news and finally our country can 

almost see the light at the end of the tunnel. 

Here in Kona, our little organization has 
notably had its lights on high beam, plugging 
away, shining through the Vog and the 
dismal economy. As the stock market fell, 
our sales did not falter. Our volunteers have 
led the way with great energy and 
dedication and they deserve a round of 
applause and mahalo nui loa for their time, 
 
                     Continued on page 2  
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effort, and innovative thinking!  How is this 
scenario possible? Against all reason, we 
continue to receive huge donations of 
books.  We get books from private donors, 
people leaving or cleaning house and 
library culls. We also have Kona Bay Books 
to thank for their tremendous support and 
deliveries of uncountable volumes. Most of 
the books are good and those that don’t 
pass our strict standards find homes 
elsewhere. Our peerless Pit Crew who 
prepares for Lanai Sales and our inimitable 
inside traders who stock the Lobby Sale are 
the invisible back bone of our success.  
Though most prefer to remain nameless, 
suffice to say they are awesome.  I may 
have to come up with my own presidential 
award to truly recognize them. 
We let the silent auction slide this year and 
focused on doing more and better book 
sales.  After months of trying sales in other 
venues, we came to the conclusion that we 
have the best lanai in town and we should 
use it.  We have thus decided to do at least 
10 sales a year, and we are planning for 
every second Saturday of the month, 
except when library closures dictate a 
change, such as our February 6th sale.  So 
mark your calendars or put it in your 
iPhone or Blackberry to remind you closer 
to the date! 
In a search for ways to raise money without 
using more volunteer hours, F.O.L.K. has 
partnered with SHAKLEE in a new venture 
called cause shopping for non profits.  This 
will allow our members and library patrons, 
anyone at all in fact, to make a difference 
by simply changing which brand they buy.  
So can toothpaste and shampoo or vitamins 
help F.O.L.K.?  The answer is YES. You can 
redirect your spending to benefit F.O.L.K.  
Go to our SHAKLEE website and see how:  
www.FOLK.myshaklee.com. 

We also participated in Sack and Save’s 
Give Aloha program, and we continue to 
receive dividends from money that patrons 
spend at MACY’s through eScrip.  If you are 
not signed up for this program, please see 
our website for instructions.  Every penny 
counts! Speaking of Website, have you 
clicked on www.F.O.L.K.hawaii.com 
recently?  What an amazing adventure we 
are taking into cyberspace.  Everything you 
need to know about upcoming events is 
posted on our website.  There are links so 
you can reach us quickly and electronically.  
In fact you already receive emails from our 
website and you can read this ORCHID on 
line as well!  Imagine, you can forward a 
link to the ORCHID to your friends back in 
Kalamazoo and let them know what we are 
all up to here. 
In an effort to position ourselves in the 
community, another exciting change this 
year was the board’s decision to join the 
Kona Kohala Chamber of Commerce.  This 
way, we plan to reach more businesses to 
let them know what we are doing, and 
create a new base of friends and 
supporters.  We need to be a recognized 
part of the community and the public needs 
to know we are working for them to 
provide the best possible branch services.  
These services include new programs, new 
books, and even a new vacuum.  See a list 
of our purchases in this edition.  You can 
also read all about our new Literacy 
Program:  Books are Building Blocks.   See if 
this looks like something YOU would like to 
help us with. 
This year has seen the “temporary closure” 
of the Holualoa Branch.  I am sorry to 
report that no one can predict when it will 
be opened again.  This has made F.O.L.K. 
refocus its efforts to support our remaining 
two branches:  Kealakekua and Kailua 
Kona. 
 

President’s Message Continued 
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                  Continued on Page 3    
We have recently purchased a DVD cleaner 
for these two branches to use.  CDs and 
DVDs are a source of income for each 
branch.  When a disk is out of circulation 
due to dirt or scratches, we need to get 
them back in play as quickly as possible. 
Other news that may be of interest to 
patrons is that the Kealakekua Branch has a 
new librarian and a library tech who may 
be familiar to some.  Stop in and meet 
Kipapa …from the Waimea branch, and 
Moea…who used to work in Kailua Kona.  
They have transformed that branch into a 
fun and exciting place!  Support their new 
lobby book sale. Share ideas with the 
librarian about what you would like to see 
happening at your library. 
Sadly, despite all our efforts, furloughs 
have been mandated.  There will be many 
Wednesdays when the libraries will be 
closed. The librarians are scrambling to 
make sure that on the other days, the 
branches are open as much as possible.  
Kealakekua will likely change its schedule 
to stay open late on Mondays when Kailua is 
closed, and will probably be closed on 
Saturdays when Kailua is open.  
Tremendous generosity of patrons has 
raised a total of over $229,000 to support 
our state libraries. Meanwhile, F.O.L.K. will 
continue to be a driving force, championing 
the libraries and striving to continue to 
raise funds to meet those many needs and 
requests no longer being funded by the 
State of Hawaii.  WE will continue to count 
on YOU, our members and the public to 
step forward and help us with your time 
and muscle.   Statistics show that 
volunteering adds to your 
happiness/satisfaction quotient!  I look 
forward to seeing you at the library soon! 

 
 
 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F.O.L.K. has expanded on its mission this year 
with the enormous undertaking of sponsoring 
a family literacy program at the Kona Branch 
of the library.  This program runs year round, 
with the exception of summer reading 
program months, and is on the first Tuesday 
of every month.  The purpose of this program 
is to encourage families to enjoy reading 
together, build a bond with each other, and 
to improve their child’s reading ability and 
comprehension. F.O.L.K. believes that the 
ability to read allows a child to succeed in 
school, learn about the world, function in 
society, and have good employment options 
when they grow to adulthood as well as 
learning to utilize their public library. 
F.O.L.K. has reached out to business in the 
community to sponsor and support this 
amazing program.  We have received all types 
of wonderful donations ranging from monetary 
contributions to pizza and gift cards for our 
prizes.  This program has reached all types of 
people and families in our community and 
continues to grow. 
The first program was on September 1, 2009.  
With very little idea as to how many people 
would participate we were amazed to see 35 
individuals.  This number continues to grow 
with more families hearing about this program 
and participating.  It has become apparent 
that our community wants and needs these 
types of “free” family programs.  I look 
forward to continuing and creating more of 
these types of wonderful opportunities in the 
future with F.O.L.K.

Books Are Building Blocks 
By Shani Dutton 

President’s Message Continued 
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While I have been a Lifetime member of 
F.O.L.K. for several years, 2009 was 
certainly my most active year. I’m at the 
Kailua Kona Library so often that if they 
had a bed and a shower, I’d probably be 
living there! In April, taking over the 
position of Secretary for the F.O.L.K. 
Board, provided an opportunity to see how 
F.O.L.K. helps the Kona libraries. 
I organized two fundraisers this summer for 
the Kona libraries. The first was through 
Panda Express, where on one day 20% of all 
purchases made using our flyer were 
donated to F.O.L.K. (Thank you to 
restaurant manager Cher Buenaventura!) 
The second was an opportunity offered by 
the Kona Kohala Chamber of Commerce. 
With a group of volunteers, we helped to 
set up and clean up the Building & Design 
Expo over the course of four days and 
earned $500 for F.O.L.K. (Thank you to 
Mike Robinson, Lisa Thomas, Lois Paciello, 
BethAnne & Ken Webb, Lee Lorenz, Bev 
Stehley, Edy & Gordon Poire, and KKCC’s 
Vivian Landrum!) 
Assisting Kailua Kona children’s librarian 
Denise Stromberg with the Summer Reading 
Program, and the “Ready to Read, Ready to 
Succeed” program for second grade 
students provided a lot of fun, especially 
watching the children look for their first 
library book and checking them out. I’ve 
lost track of how many times I heard Denise 
read The Squeaky Door – but it always 
makes me smile! The students arrived via 
“The Friendly Bus”, which was funded 
through generous grants from Target and 
the Ford World Ironman Triathlon. 
F.O.L.K. offers a number of book sales to 
help raise funds for our libraries. The most 
notable is the Lanai Book Sale at the Kailua 
Kona Library. 
 
 
 

Now that we have a steady supply of books 
available, the Lanai Book Sales will be held 
on the second Saturday of each month. 
Daily book sales can be found in the lobby 
of the Kailua Kona Library, and now the 
Kealakekua Library. Earlier this year, we 
held monthly book sales at Kona Coast 
Shopping Center. The book sales ended on 
October 31st, due to lack of storage space, 
but we thank Carol Moore and the people 
at Kona Coast for the opportunity. 
Speaking of books, this year F.O.L.K. 
donated a number of children’s books to 
several local organizations. Over 300 new 
books were donated to Solid Rock Ministry’s 
“Back to School” drive. Boxes of books 
were also given to Child Protective Services 
(Kona), Innovations Public Charter School, 
Ocean View Community Center, and 
Shriners Hospitals for Children (Honolulu). 
In September, with Ways and Means Co-
Chair Lisa Thomas, work began on creating 
the “Books Are Building Blocks” program. 
This is a free family program held on the 
first Tuesday of each month at the Kailua 
Kona Library. The purpose is to engage 
both the child and the parent in reading 
together. The first night had about 35 
people in attendance; four months later 
about 60 people participated! With Lisa 
Thomas leaving the island soon, Historian 
Co-Chair Shani Dutton and I will continue 
organizing this program in her place. 
Wow, that was one busy year! For 2010, if 
you are interested in volunteering to help 
with the lobby or lanai book sales at the 
Kailua Kona Library, please e-mail me at 
napua_poire2004@yahoo.com, or call my 
cell at 557-9009. Thank you for your time 
and have a Happy New Year.

Volunteerism and F.O.L.K. Projects 
By Elizabeth Poire 
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2009 has been an active year with as many new members coming aboard as those not renewing.  
This leaves our membership around 165 members, but we are looking for your support to 
encourage your friends to join and become members too. 
As you are keenly aware, the State of Hawaii has a budget crunch and of course the schools and 
library system are the first to feel that cut.  However, are you also aware that the purpose of 
F.O.L.K. is specifically to raise money to give to the West Hawaii libraries so in some small way 
to make up for that cut. 
Your dues and donations help in this effort to buy books, equipment and whatever it takes to 
keep our libraries’ doors open.  F.O.L.K. is also proud to present community programs at the 
library with no cost to the public. Here is the membership application . . . . GIVE it to your 
friends and if you need more you will find them in the front foyer of the Kailua Kona library. 

 
  

Membership News 

By Alice Goo 
 

 
Membership Form:  Friends of the Libraries, Kona 

 
Mail this form and your check to:    F. O. L. K. 
                                                     75-138 Hualalai Road 
                                                     Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
 
Name: _______________________________________________ Date:  _____________ 
 
Address:  ________________________________________________________________ 
  
City, State, Zip:  __________________________________________________________  
 
Phone:  ______________________________  Email:  ____________________________  
 
New Member:  (     )           Renewal:   (    ) 
 
Membership Options:                            Volunteer & Activity Interests 
Check One (   )  Book Sales 
(   )  $10.00 Student or Senior 55+ (   )  Newsletter/Publicity 
(   )  $20.00 Individual (   )  Kona Library Book Club 
(   )  $30.00  Family                                     (meets monthly)   
(   )  $50.00 Associate (   )  Program Greeters 
(   )  $100.00 Sustaining (   )  Charity Tree Decorations 
(   )  $500.00 Patron (   )  Membership Committee 
                                                       (   )  Call me I'd like to volunteer for  __________________ 
 

Memberships and Donations to F.O.L.K. are Tax Deductible. 
 

Memberships of $20 or more receive a bookplate with their name honored in a new library book 

Family Memberships of $30 receive a $10 Gift Certificate from Kona Stories 

Associate Memberships of $50 receive a F.O.L.K. Tote Bag 

Sustaining Memberships of $100 receive a F.O.L.K. Tote Bag and $10 Gift Certificate from Kona Stories 

Patron Memberships of $500 receive a bookplate, $10 Gift Certificate from Kona Stories, and F.O.L.K. tote bag 
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The Book Club has had another very 
successful year, with our attendance, once 
again, reaching new highs. The 
participation of our readers is exciting with 
varied opinions and interesting stories that 
relate to our selections. A member 
facilitates the monthly discussion of the 
particular book that she/he has chosen. 
Yes, we now have some wonderful men at 
our meetings! 
Our selections include fiction, non-fiction, 
classics, mysteries, history, memoirs, 
science, etc. Our local author who will be 
our guest in March is Mia King from 
Waimea. She is a national best selling 
author and should prove highly motivating 
as she has had a very wide-ranging 
occupational life, including writing while 
raising small children. 
We serve light refreshments at our 
meetings. Some of these often reflect the 
type of food served in the country covered 
in the book of the month. 
Thanks to all of you who have attended our 
monthly sessions and have made these 
meetings so pleasant and memorable. I 
urge those of you, who have never 
attended, to join us.

       Here is the list of books for 2010 
  
Jan   The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
 
Feb    The Guernsey Literary and Potato 
           Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer 
           and Annie Barrows 
  
Mar     Sweet Life by Mia King, Guest Author 
 
Apr     Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout 
 
May     The Lost Dog by Michelle de Krester 
 
Jun     Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 
           By Jamie Ford 
 
Jul       Peony in Love by Lisa See 
 
Aug      NO MEETING 
 
Sep      Passage by Connie Willis 
 
Oct      Infidel by Ayaan Hirsi Ali 
 
Nov      Inherent Vice by Thomas Pynchon 
 
Dec      Molokai by Alan Brennert 

The Kona Library Book Club 
By Barbara Sosna 

YOUR NAME IN PRINT 
 

You can get your name printed on a bookplate!  Donate a new book with the request that 
a bookplate saying “Donated by Your Name“ be placed in the book.  Visit our website for 
a list of suggested titles or speak to Head Librarian Irene Horvath for suggestions of books 
she would like to have added to the collection. 
 
This is a great way to give gifts to others for birthdays, anniversaries and other special 

occasions. Donate a new book in someone’s honor.   
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All the volunteers in the Ways and Means 
Team did a tremendous job in 2009.  The 
Team is made up of several different 
groups, some of which work behind the 
scenes and others who are right on the 
lanai making book sales happen.   

 
The Sorter Group processes literally tons of 
books – some of them not too clean -- to 
select those of the highest quality for the 
daily library lobby sales and the quarterly – 
now monthly! -lanai sales.  We receive 
books that are discards from the libraries 
themselves, from donations by individuals 
and a whole lot of books from a local book 
store. 

 
The Pricing Group comes in to set the 
prices on all books for the lobby and the 
special books at the lanai sales.  These 
folks pick out especially good books for 
special prices and also for possible sale on 
eBay or Amazon. In 2009, F.O.L.K. took in 
almost $700 from this endeavor.  In 
addition, we set up an off site book sales 
program at the Kona Coast Shopping Center 
which has generously given us an unrented 
store space.  While this endeavor is now 
finished because the space has been 
rented, we took in over $2,100 from this 
effort. 

 
The Lobby Sales Group made sure the lobby 
shelves were stocked and tidy so library 
patrons had lots of great book choices.  The 
work of this group is almost daily so our 
shelves are neat and full.  Our lobby sales 
bring in steady income to enable F.O.L.K. 
to support your libraries.  In 2009, F.O.L.K. 
made a bit over $7,900 from our regular 
lobby sales. 

 

The Lanai Sales Group put out a 
tremendous effort with the help of lots of 

diverse volunteers to move the books out to 
the lanai, keep it all organized and orderly 
during the day, process all the sales and then 
move the remainder books back into our 
storage area at the end of the day.  The lanai 
sales are a big money maker for F.O.L.K., 
bringing in just over $6,100 for the year.  
That’s a lot of support for the libraries. 
 
A great big Mahalo to all the people – our 
regular volunteers, plus the student 
volunteers who help out at the lanai sales, 
plus all the people who help now and then as 
they can – that are making these sales efforts 
so successful.  Lisa Thomas was one of the 
special volunteers in Ways and Means (she was 
co-VP of Ways and Means for most of 2009) 
and has now moved off island.  Thanks Lisa.  
F.O.L.K. succeeds only because of all the 
great volunteers. 

Ways and Means Report 
By Jim Monk 

 



 

Page 9                                                                THE ORCHID 

I am happy to report that F.O.L.K. has been able to provide to the libraries this year an 

unprecedented $18,370.  Most of this went to the Kailua Kona Branch.  Our purchases of audio 

books CDs, DVDs and regular books alone were up 360% from 2008. 

In addition to many smaller items we were able to provide the Kailua Kona Branch with new 
window shades for the reading room, computer monitors, and a vacuum cleaner.  We had the 
trees trimmed, fixed the garage door and are now providing quarterly pest control.  Also, we 
provided the libraries with $1,558 in discretionary funds for smaller purchases. 

F.O.L.K. was also able to provide 3 times as much funding for our major ongoing programs, 
Ready to Ready/Friendly Bus, Back to School, and Family Literacy, as we did in 2008. 

And the best news is that we were able to do all of this and still increase our net worth over 
2008 by $950!  This was without holding a Silent Auction, which was always a significant portion 
of our income in previous years.  All of our other fund raising efforts exceeded 2008 and we had 
a significant increase in grants and donations.  From 2003 thru 2008, grants and donations 
amounted to approximately $13,000.  In 2009 alone we received over $7,000. 

Almost half of this income was the result of grant requests and solicitations made by members of 
the Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors wants to continue pursuit of any grant and 
donation opportunities for which we may be eligible.  If any member has an idea or suggestion 
for sources it would be most welcomed. 

All the figures quoted are as of November 30, 2009 and a complete report on the year will be 
given at the Annual Meeting. 

 

 

 

 
This year F.O.L.K. has put up an innovative 
tree at the Mauna Lani Charity Trees 
exhibition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Taking inspiration from our Books Are 
Building Blocks Program, the tree is 
actually a series of alphabet blocks 
decorated with books and a Santa reading 
on the top block. Proceeds of the votes 
cast by the public for their favorite tree at 
$1 per vote are shared among participants 
and the top three vote getters receive 
prizes of $2000, $1000, and $500 donated 
by the Mauna Lani. We hope our Building 
Blocks Program will benefit from this 
exposure to the public and encourage you 
to go visit and vote for our tree.  Special 
thanks to Laurie Wilson and Keith Kimball 
for their efforts in creating this project.

Treasurer’s Report 
By Barbara Isley 

 

Charity Trees at Mauna Lani 

By Joyce Kimball 
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Our new website and email address debuted in September, 2009. If you haven’t seen the site, 
please check it out.  You can access: 
 

 Coming Events and Programs 

 Book Club information 

 Monthly Calendar 

 News Articles related to the library 

 Membership Information 

 Volunteer Ohana 

 How to Contact Us 

 Special Links to the Library System, the Hawaii State Friends, Chamber of Commerce, and 
our fundraising efforts with Shaklee and eScrip. 

 
To keep you informed of happenings at the library we began a monthly electronic newsletter 
detailing upcoming events. Be sure to keep us up to date on your current email address in order 
to insure your receiving this information. 

 

Find us on the web at www.folkhawaii.com.  Email address:  FOLK@folkhawaii.com  
 

 
 
 
 
2009 has been a fun and educational year for Kona Library programs...Feng Shui, Celtic music, 
Star Lab, financial planning, Japanese flower arranging, Hawaiian quilting, Smart Moves, Senior 
Services, Soil and Water Conservation, Vanilla Propagation, Kahaluu Bay Project, Dorothy 
Patent, and Kona Music Society.  Plans for 2010 are already in the works.  In January we will 
have a cowboy story teller from America's Wild West.  In February expect a new financial 
planning seminar for unmarried couples presented by attorney, John Roth.  In March we hope to 
have a presentation on how to find the dollars for your child's college tuition.   
 
We are always looking for presenters or program ideas.  Email your suggestions to Bev Stehley at 
Bevl@ridge.com.  If there are previous programs you would like us to repeat, let us know that as 
well.

DOES F.O.L.K. HAVE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS? 
Please send your email address to us at 

FOLK@folkhawaii.com 
This is the best way for us to communicate with 
our members and provide you with our monthly 

newsletter of upcoming events.  
 

F.O.L.K.’s New Website and Newsletter 

By Joyce Kimball 

Program News 

By Bev Stehley 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.folkhawaii.com 
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'Twas the weeks before the book 
sale.................” 
In the library garage the 'Pit Crew' was busy 
and buzzing - as bees in a hive. 
Books were arriving by truckload and car, 
To be purged, sorted and stacked - near 
and far. 
Boxes from Costco, filled to the brim, 
For the lobby and lanai sale, and 
elsewhere. 
Treasures often hidden among books non-
descript,  
To be sold as specials and even on-line. 
Though space and manpower is lacking and 
the temperature varies, 
The laughter resounds as the Pit Crew toils. 
Enough trying to sound poetic. The bottom 
line is that we get lots and lots of books.  
We need more people to assist on a regular 
basis and we do have fun! 
Currently there are books designated for 
F.O.L.K. by Kona Bay Books at a temporary 
off-site location.  An option is to sort them 
there and have the sorted books delivered 
to the library (or bring them ourselves).  In 
order to do this, we need more people!  We 
don't have enough crew to work in two 
places or to sort on a daily basis.  We have 
a permanent sorter crew of four, with the 
occasional seasonal addition. We welcome 
volunteers who don't mind a little hard, 
dirty, sometimes hot, but always 
interesting and fun work. 
Please help us if you can and enjoy the 
camaraderie of a great group. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Chinese saying goes, “You should live in 
interesting times.”  We certainly have had our 
share of interesting times this past year, and 
the coming year looks as if it’s going to be 
just as interesting. If I had to pick one 
interesting thing, I would choose the Books as 
Building Blocks family literacy program that 
F.O.L.K. started in September.  I would like to 
quote from an article in this week’s Time 
magazine, written by Barbara Bush, who 
hosted a showing of the movie “Precious.”  
She says children and young adults like 
Precious, are often “abused or neglected, and 
seldom read to or given homework help.  
Without the skills they need to lead a 
productive life, the chances are good they 
will continue the cycle of poverty and 
illiteracy.  But if young people can read and 
write, they are less likely to drop out of 
school, turn to drugs and violence, get 
pregnant, or depend on welfare.  If I were to 
give out a homework assignment, it would be 
this: go see the movie.  You might be shocked 
when it’s over that it was Barbara Bush who 
asked you to do so.  But go see it – then ask 
yourself how you can help.” 
 
I want to thank every F.O.L.K. member for 
supporting the Kona libraries in whatever way 
they have done, and, I hope, will continue to 
do.  Because this is one way you can help the 
“Preciouses” of our community – and there 
are many – to break the cycle of illiteracy and 
build a better future for themselves and their 
ohana. 

 
 
 

The Word from the Pit 

By Marie Kober 

HELP KEEP YOUR LIBRARIES OPEN CAMPAIGNS 
 

As of December 4th, the KEEP YOUR LIBRARY OPEN (HSPLS) campaign had raised $129,290. 

  

As of November 23rd, the KEEP THE DOORS OPEN (FOLH) campaign has raised $100,433. 

Kailua Kona Library 

By Irene Horvath, Kailua Kona Head Librarian 

Irene Horvath 
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 The Jeff and Mary Nelson 
Endowment Fund - $1,000 for books 
at Kailua Kona Library 

 Anonymous - $1,000 

 Target - $2,000 for The Friendly 
Bus 

 Ford Ironman Triathlon - $750 for 
The Friendly Bus 

 Kona Kohala Chamber of Commerce 
- $500 for helping with the Building 
& Design Expo 

 Young Brothers - $500 for children's 
books for Kailua Kona and Kealakua 
Libraries 

 Tatsumi Oue - $500 

 Foodland Give Aloha - $191 

 HFS Credit Union - $150 

 Panda Express - $61 

 Kona Stories - gift certificates 
 
 

          Books Are Building Blocks Donations: 
 

 PFI Rubbish Service - $200 

 Domino's Pizza – pizzas 

 Rocky's Pizza – pizzas 

 Pizzeria Zacchini – pizzas 

 Orange Tree Yogurt - gift 
certificates 

 Oceanic Time Warner Cable - pens, 
pencils and rulers 

 KTA Superstores - gift certificates 

 Big Island Federal Credit Union - 
Borders gift certificates 

 Michelle Guppy - 4 new board 
games 

 Blockbuster -  Gift cards  

 Safeway - Gift card 

 Fairwinds – Gift Certificates  
 

Count Week 

Every year, statewide, during the last full 
week in October, all patrons entering 
each Hawaii public library are counted. 
F.O.L.K. helps by recruiting and 
scheduling volunteers to count the 
number of people who enter the library 
throughout each day of Count Week. 
The library staff tabulates the number of 
reference and other questions asked; 
number of books and other items checked 
out; number of internet sessions and in 
house use of materials.  These statistics 
are used to determine trends.  More 
importantly, the data is used to pursue 
funding for our libraries. 
A Big Mahalo to Irene Pereira who has 
coordinated Count Week for the last two 
years. 

 

Our Generous Contributors 

The Friendly Bus 

As part of our Ready to Read/Ready to 
Succeed Program, The Friendly Bus offers 
all public and private second grade 
classes the opportunity for a free bus ride 
to the Kailua Kona Library to get a library 
card, hear a story, and borrow a book. 
Funded with the assistance of donations 
from Target and The Ford World Ironman 
Triathlon, this program brought students 
this fall from Konawaena Elementary, 
Kealakehe Elementary, Kona Pacific 
Charter School, Kahakai Elementary, 
Innovations Public Charter School, 
Hualalai Academy, and Ho’okena 

Elementary. 
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Thanks to F.O.L.K. for their support during the recent changes at the Kealakekua Public Library. 
We now have a wonderful, friendly and knowledgeable staff that looks forward to serving our 
valued patrons. We are in the process of extending our public service hours but are still waiting 
for final approval from the head office; a notice to F.O.L.K. will be issued once this is finalized. 
We plan to start an on-going, weekly story time program once our public service hours are 
extended! Kealakekua Public Library hosted a Christmas program by the Aloha Performing Arts 
Company on Saturday, December 19, 2009 for all ages. You can now browse our growing audio 
book collection at the library! A big thanks to F.O.L.K. for funding the purchase of a DVD/CD 
cleaning machine for Kona libraries. We look forward to seeing everyone in the library!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kealakekua News 
By Kipapa Kahelahela, Acting Branch Manager 

 

 

Friends of the Libraries, Kona 
75-138 Hualalai Road 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740 

Customer Name 

Street Address 

City, ST  ZIP Code 
 

                                        

 

 

Looking for a Few Good Friends 
Thanks to Jan Prokopovich for her service to the board in 2009. We are in need of a 
replacement for Jan as well as a volunteer coordinator and community outreacher.  If you 
have an interest in being more involved with F.O.L.K., its programs and our support of the 
libraries, please contact us.  The libraries need friends more than ever.  

 


